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Hello,

I am writing you today in response to the public comment period on the
proposed settlement. | am opposed to that settlement for various
reasons, but one of the more important ones, that affects many
businesses, is that the settlement doesn't ensure that Microsoft cannot
use preferential licensing agreements to influence OEMs decisions to
install software.

For example, I work for a large telecommunications firm that uses
Windows for some of its internet needs. We have a site license with
Microsoft for all of their products, but are completely unable to buy a
server without purchasing another Windows license. This costs us many
thousands of dollars a year. Whenever I've pressured hardware vendors
to not include a license in the cost, they have refused, stating that
their contract with Microsoft (signed in order to get preferential
pricing) requires them to sell a license with every machine. This is
bad for big business, but even worse for small ones. At least we have a
large enough budget that it doesn't influence our purchasing decisions.

I can't say the same for some smaller companies that I've worked for.

Please reconsider this settlement. The only one who will benefit from
this is Microsoft. The consumers are going to continue to be taken for
every dollar Microsoft can get until stronger protections, like the ones
in the Posner Draft 18, are implemented.

Thank you for your time,
Patrick St. Jean

p.s. If you would like to contact me to verify that [ am a real person,
my contact info is on my web site. The URL is provided below.
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